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A SONG FOR VICTORY 



By Dick Wood 



THE CAPTAIN and the Lieutenant wtre 
fitting at their desks in the Red Army 
headquarters in a little village a few miles 
out of Stalingrad, pouring over their map* of 
the area. This was the first time in several 
weclu that they had had a chance to sit down 
and relax. The Nazis had been driven back 
and the soldiers under the Captain's command 
were being given a little breathing spell to wash 
up, eat and reat. 

Suddenly the door of the headquarter* burst 
open. In rushed Peter, a rw*|ve-y tar-old vil- 
lage boy, shouting breathlessly lo everyone: 

"The Naiii! They're coming! I saw them! 
A whole brigade of Nazis! They're wearing 
Russian uniforms. Hurry, come on!" 

"that's ihat you jay?" th*e Captain asked. 
"Nazis?" 

"Yes. \es," shouted Peter, unable to control 
himself. "Nazis wearing Russian uniforms. A 
whole brigade of them, marching along the 
road to Stalingrad northwest of the village. 
Come quickly!'' 

That was enough for the Captain. He gave 
his Orders snappily and the Lieuttnant rushed 
out to relay them to the men who were scat- 
tered throughout the village. 

If Peter said the Nazis were coming up the 
roau northwest of the village drrsaed as Rus- 
sians, it must be so, the Captain figured. Hadn't 
Peter brought valuable information to him be- 
fore? Wasn't Peter one of the best scouts the 
Partisans in the ai»a had? 

Yes. Peter «u • »--©ut for the Partisan*. H* 



had been working •• one of them ever since his 
father had beer, hanged in the i illage square by 
the Nazis after blowing up a Nazi ammunition 
dump along with four other Partisans. Peter 
had watched his father's bod> hanging from a 
tree Alongside the body of hi* Uncle Vanya, 
Couain Kolva and two other villagers. He had 
sworn that he would have his revenge. A 
thousand Naiii would die for each one of the 
village** hanged. Peter swore as he clenched 
his fists. 

After his father had been murdered by the 
Nazis, all of the women and children of the 
village had been rounded up and herded like 
cattle into the barn belonging to the collective 
farm. The Nazis, their faces beaming, then 
put a torch to the barn and Peter, hiding in the 
nearby woods with a bunch of other boys who 
had escaped the Nazi roundup, watched the 
barn go up in flames — the barn into which his 
mother had be«n thrown with his baby sister. 

He and the other boys from the village had 
joined the Partisans after the barn-burning and 
ever since had been acting as scouts, sp> ing on 
Nazi troops in the area and helping the Par- 
tisans plan and execute raida on the despised 
German*. 

About two minutes after the Lieutenant 
rushed out of the Red Army headquarter* with 
his orders for the men to fall in, the entire 
brigade was assembled, listening to the Captain 
giving his directions for the attack. 

"Men," the Captain said. "Peter here, one 
of mar beat Partisan scouts, ha* reported that a 



brigade of Germans dressed as Russians axe 
coming up the northwest read to Stalingrad. 
You know that we can't let them get through. 
For the sale of the glorious Red Army and the 
Fatherland, we must stop them. Let's go!" 

Peter hung at the Captain's coattails w-hil'- 
he gave the orders. 

"May I go with you. Comrade Captain?" he 
asked. "Let me help fight them. I'm big 
enough to handle any of those Nazis.** 

The Captain smiled, hesitated as he watched 
Peter's eager face and finally — after what 
seemed like hours to Peter — said, "Yes. little 
comrade." 

Marching in front of the brigade with the 
Captain. Peter led the way over the hill to 
the road on which the Nazis were approaching. 
Sure enough, as soon as they had reached the 
top of the hill, they saw the Nazis, in their 
Russian uniforms marching, as Peter had said, 
towards Stalingrad. 

Carefully studying the lay of the land, the 
Captain divided his men into small groups and 
spread them out to circle the Nazis. At a 
given signal, the men jumped out of their hid- 
ing places and attacked from all sides. The 
surprised Nazis put up a good fight but they 
were no match for the Red Army soldiers who 
were fighting with steel in their arms, lead in 
their guns and hate in their hearts for this 
enemy which dared to invade their homeland. 
It took a short while, but the Nazis were over- 
come — roost of their men were left lying in the 
road, dead, and the remainder had been taken 
prisoner. 

"Make yourself comfortable, little com 
•ade," the Captain said to Peter later in the 
day. "I want to talk to you.** 

"Yes, Comrade Captain," Peter said as he 
sat down flushed with pleasure because the 
Captain had sent for him. 

"That was a good day's work you did today. 
Peter. If you hadn't warned us in time the 
Nazis might have been able to pass through 
our lines and reached Stalingrad. That would 
have been a tremendous victory for them and 
would have made it all the harder for our men 
inside of Stalingrad to defend the city. Yes, 
it was a good day's work." 



Peter glowed. He was happy that he had 
been able to do his part. Killing and capturing 
a brigade of Nazis was a little repayment for 
what they had done to his father and his 
mother and his sister. 

"Thank you. Comrade Captain,** he said. 

"But tell car, Peter.** the Captain continued. 
"How did you know that the soldiers coming 
up the road were Nazis? After all. they wore 
Red Army uniforms, they had our kind of rifles 
and machine guns. They looked like our men. 
How did you know that they were Nazis?** 

Peter smiled. He looked up at the Captain 
who was nov* standing by the window looking 
out into the dark, and said: 

"But Comrade Captain, that was easy. I 
just followed them about three hours, without 
their seeing me. They looked like our men, al- 
right. They even marched like them. But 
they weren't singing. Our men always sing 
when they march. The didn't even sing once. 
So I knew that they couldn't be Russians, ** 

• 

The story of Peter is a true story. It is 
typical of thousands of Russian boys and girls 
in the Stalingrad area who fought with their 
parents to save their country. Moat of them 
now are orphans and they are living in a Chil- 
dren's Home in Stalingrad called "Stiver 
Ponds." 

American bovs and girls have helped build 
this Home. Skippy Homeier. star of the 
Broadway play, "Tomorrow the World,*' 
heads the committee. Virginia Weidler. Rod- 
dy McDowell and Margaret O'Brien and many 
other young Hollywood stars are helping. 

Would you like to be a pal of these brave 
boys and girls? 

If so. you may join the "Stalingrad Silver 
Ponds Club of America" by writing to Skippy 
Homeier. Ambijan Committee, 285 Madison 
Avenue, New York 17, N. Y„ and enclostnc 
10c. 

More stories about these boys and girls will 
be sent you with a wonderful little booklet and 
a membership card in the club making you 
officially a pal of the Stalingrad Heroes. 
THE END 
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